
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE ART AMATEUR. 



87 



Many times I have met the poor pilgrims toiling along 
the roads on their way to one of the great Japanese 
shrines with the gourd of sachi (Japanese wine) hung by 




fig. 4. 



their sides. On the road 
to the great shrines of 
Ise these natural bottles 
are offered for sale by 
the hundred, and beauti- 
ful some of them are. 
They are fitted with 
wooden stoppers, and 
are held by rich silken 
tasselled cords bound 
around the gourd be- 
tween the two globular 
distensions. This hoUr- 
glass-like gourd has 
been copied in Japan in 
clay (Fig. 12), in bronze, 
in wood, in brass, in 
lacquer, in basket work 
— in fact, in almost every 
material, and I have 
seen this form in the pottery of Satsuma, Kioto, Setto 
and Bizen — in short, in almost every kind made in the 
country. We find it also in the rude clay of Morocco 
(Fig. 13), in the finished porcelain of China (Fig. 16), as 
skin bottles in Central Africa and in many other parts of 
the world. So here we have nature supplying us with a 
bottle, and man, when he commences to make his own 
vessels, merely imitating the object which he has been 
accustomed to use. The long-necked gourd (Fig. 11), 
with the one bulb at its base, has given rise to the flask- 
shaped vase (Fig. 17) and to many other objects ; for 
when it is cut longitudinally it gives us the ladle and the 
spoon (Fig. 1 5), according to its size ; and by the perfora- 
tion of the ladle it becomes a strainer. I have it imitated 
in porcelain in all these forms. The large globose gourd 
gives us the bowl (Fig. 14), and the dish and cover. 



(probably from Europe) ; but the latter only imitate, both 
in form and ornament, the gourd in use in the country. 

One other curious illustration I will give of the origin 
of shape. It is that of a kind of hanging vase of Japan- 
ese origin (Fig. 18), but of late years much used in 
France. This vase is of a kind of crescent shape, only 
the two horns of the cresent meet ; in other words, it is a 
globular vessel with a large circular hole cut right 
through it ; but the centre of the perforation is not co- 
incident with the centre of the vessel, but is much nearer 
one side (the upper as the vase hangs) than the other. 
This crescent shape owes its origin to an eclipse of the 
sun, the larger disk being the sun, and the smaller (the 
perforation) being the moon. Vases of this shape are 
generally found in Japan with cloud ornament upon 
them. Christopher H, Dresser. 



nished, being paved with tiles of gray, black and maroon. 
In the arch was hung, from a brass rod, a rich portiere 
of scarlet crimson plush, caught back at each side with 




fig. 5. 



HOW TWO HOUSES WERE FURNISHED. 



ARABIAN ORNAMENT DERIVED 
FROM CLOUD-FORMS, 




FIG. 7. 



CHINESE ORNAMENT DERIVED FROM CLOUD FORMS. 



It must ever be borne in mind that man, as I have just 
said, when advancing from a primitive condition and be- 
ginning to manufacture even in the rudest way, appears 

always first 
to attempt 
the imitation 
of the natural 
object he has 
used. If he 
first makes 
pottery, and 
has used the 
gourd, he 
will form the 
clay in the 
likeness of 
the gourd. 
If he carves 
a spoon from 
a piece of 
wood, and 
has hereto- 
fore used a 
shell as a 
-spoon, the wooden production will be shell-like in form. 
I have gourds from the river Niger carved by rude Afri- 
cans, and primitive vessels formed of thin sheet brass 




fig. 8. 



THE CHINESE ANTHEMION, A COMMON CHINESE 
ORNAMENT. 



One of them was a very nice little house, out on one 
of the far Brooklyn avenues. It was two stories high, 
and boasted a brown-stone front ; the entrance hall and 
staircase were quite im- 
posing for so small a 
domicile ; and had it not 
been for a disfiguring 
eruption of plaster cor- 
nices and " centre- 
pieces," the modest par- 
lor and library beyond 
would have escaped crit- 
icism — that is, before 
they were furnished ; 
but the furniture actu- 
ally ruined them. There 
was a gay Brussels car- 
pet on the floor — a white 
ground with set figures, 
having much blue in 
their coloring — while 
the furniture was of the 
florid ebonized type, a 
whole suit of it uphol- 
stered in vivid crimson 
plush, with everything 
to match. At the win- 
dows hung thin lace curtains, with nothing to relieve 
them ; and between stood a tall mirror, with an aggres- 
sive frame of walnut and 
gilt. A gaudy lambrequin 
decked the mantel-piece, in 
the centre of which was an 
expensive clock. A tall and 
very ugly hat-rack in the hall 
had cost over $100 ; the 
stair-carpet, in mixed colors, 
was also expensive ; and folly 
had culminated in a bedroom 
"set" at $150. The other 
rooms 'were more or less 
bare ; and the young mistress 
of this painfully inharmonious mansion apologized for 
its incompleteness by saying: "When I found that I'd 
spent $1500, I got frightened and stopped; for though 
Fred told me to get what I liked, he is only a young 
physician, and the few thousands his father left him 
ought not to be touched. Somehow, too, I don't like 
the things now that I've got them ; they don't look as 
well as I thought they would." 

Her hearer groaned inwardly. The little house could 
have been made a marvel of beauty and comfort on a 
smaller sum wisely spent, and her thoughts involunta- 
rily dwelt on a more imposing residence hundreds of miles 
away, which had lately been furnished for a trifle over 
$1200 — not including glass, china, and silver, kitchen 
furniture, bedding, and napery. This house was a 
handsome edifice of gray stone, and it contained a par- 
lor with a bay-window, the entire depth being twenty- 
two feet, with a width of sixteen ; a sitting-room seven- 
teen by eighteen ; a hall eight feet wide between ; at the 
back a moderate sized dining-room, and a still smaller 
library. The second floor had but three rooms, besides 
the bath-room, hall and passage-ways ; but one of these 
rooms was nearly thirty feet deep by sixteen wide. The 
two others were respectively twenty and twenty-two feet 
long, with a width of nearly sixteen. 

The entrance-hall was handsome, with an arch in the 
place of vestibule-doors ; and the floor was already fur- 



CHINESE ORNAMENTS DERIVED FKOM FLAME. 



heavy chains. The price of this handsome double cur- 
tain was only $20, as the purchaser happened upon it^ 
when, an odd pair, it had been reduced from $35. A 




FIG. 6. 



THIS FORM, OFTEN USED BOTH CARVED, AS HERE SHOWN, AND PLAIN, AS AN EMBATTLEMENT AROUND THE 
TOPS OF ARABIAN BUILDINGS, IS TO THIS DAY CALLED " GIRAFFA," AN ARABIC WORD SIGNIFYING FIRE. 



broad and very handsome cherry hat-rack, with large | 
bevelled French mirror, and seat beneath, cost but $66 ; 
the plain brass railing and receptacle for umbrellas on 
each side, and the rich-looking hooks for coats were 
quite as ornamental as they were useful. It was a hand- 
some piece of furniture, and its cost was scarcely more 
than half that of the monstrosity in walnut that disfigured 
the little Brooklyn hall. 

In front of the hat-rack was spread a very pretty 
Daghestan rug, six feet two by nearly three in width, at 
the moderate price of $13. The stair-carpet was rich 
and cheerful-looking — a small pattern in two shades of 
scarlet crimson. It was the finest quality of Brussels, 
and cost $1.50 a yard. This was continued through the 
upper hall. With a dado of walnut, walls of pale buff, 
and ceiling of palest blue, the effect of this scarlet crim- 
son in the hall was particularly good. 

The parlor had the natural advantage of being a very 




FIG. 9. 

THE CHINESE ANTHEMION, A COMMON CHINESE ORNAMENT. 



pretty room with five windows — three in the bay and 
two on the side. To make a pleasant distribution of 
color through the house, it was decided to have the pre- 
vailing tone of this room blue, but not unmitigated blue. 
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" Only this and nothing more," like many very rich, expen- 
sive, and ugly " suits" displayed by the upholsterers, would 
have been quite as. bad as the desperately red furniture 





FIG. 10. 

SKIN OF A GOURD. THIS NATURAL 
OBJECT FORMS THE BOTTLE OF 
THE JAPANESE PILGRIMS TO THIS 



FIG. II. 

NATURAL BOTTLE, BEING THE SKIN 
OF A JAPANESE GOURD. 



already mentioned ; so the French velours, which formed 
the covering, was in cross stripes of plain blue, of the 
gendarme shade, alternated with others of silvery ground 

well covered 
with scroll fig- 
ures in olive, 
dull red and 
brown, and a 
little blue. A 
narrow stripe of 
gold-thread was 
imbedded in the 
blue, at a short 
distance on ei- 
ther side from 
the scroll ; the 
effect of this 
covering was 
rich and varied, 
while at the same time it was not in the least gaudy. 

Only four articles were covered with this material — a 
" sleepy-hollow " sofa, with arm-chair to match, and 
two odd-looking reception chairs, with very low, narrow 



being a rosette at the end of each bolster-arm pertaining 
to the sofa and arm-chair. The entire cost of this " set," 
to use an objectionable term, was not over $125— the 
price of the sofa alone in most warerooms. But the 
articles were bought " in the muslin" of a small uphol- 
sterer in a back street, who was known to do his work 
well ; while the covering came from an assignee 's sale 
of rich stuffs, and was procured at less than half the 
usual price. 

A corner chair, also ebonized, but not upholstered, 
except in the seat, had a brass lion's head on the end of 
each arm, and a sort of Turkish covering on the cushion. 
This was bought at another " selling out " for about $18. 
There were, besides, two light chairs, ebonized, with 
rush bottoms. 

The parlor carpet was in the form of a large rug- 
about three quarters of a yard of stained floor being 
visible beyond the bordering. It was a Moquette, soft 
in texture and in coloring, pale and dark olive greens 
and browns alternating in a sort of scroll-pattern, with 
dull pinkish reds and blues. A very wide, rich border- 
ing was edged with the prevailing blue. While puz- 
zling over the bay-window— for if the carpet were car- 
ried out there, it would have the effect of a small prom- 
ontory jutting out from the mainland — a salesman 
came to the rescue by suggesting that there would be 
four corner pieces from the bordering in making up the 
rug, and that these, if bound and joined, would provide a 
very satisfactory little rug for the bay-window. This 
proposal was accepted at once, and the entire cost of 
both rugs, ready for use, was something under $55. 

There was a slate mantel in the parlor, but no chim- 
ney-piece of any sort ; and a handsome ebony structure 




fig. 14. 

HALF A GLOBULAR GOURD FROM AFRICA, 
USED AS A BOWL WHEN LARGE AND AS 
A CUP WHEN SMALL. 




FIG. l8. 

JAPANESE HANGING VASE REPRESENTING THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, 
WITH CLOUD-FORMS AS ORNAMENTS. 



backs and low, broad seats. The wood-work was 
ebonized, but as little of it as possible was visible, and 
this was finely finished in ridges, the only other carving 



ing on a table, and holding a mass of white daisies that 
looked as if they were really swaying in the summer 
wind. The frame was ornamented with a pleasing de- 
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FIG. 12. 

JAPANESE EARTHENWARE SAUCE- 
BOTTLE, MADE IN THE FORM OF 
A PILGRIM GOURD. 



FIG. 13. 



MOORISH VESSEL MADE IN THE 
FORM OF A PILGRIM GOURD. 



sign of ivy leaves. The pictures that were not there, 
and a piano, for which there was a favorable opening, 
were to be supplied at a later day from a " special appro- 
priation." But if not full to crowding, there was noth- 
ing in the parlor to be regretted, and a little addition 
from time to time would be all the more appreciated. 

The sitting-room had four windows ; and although 
not so large as the parlor, it was both a pleasant and a 
pretty room. It was covered with straw-matting of the 
best quality, the pattern of which was in small squares 
formed by two shades of dark-red. A very pretty 



fig. 15. 

HALF A BOTTLE-GOURD FROM AFRICA, USED AS A LADLE WHEN LARGE 
AND AS A SPOON WHEN SMALL. 



with a good-sized French-plate mirror in the centre, and 
smaller ones at each side, was purchased for $40— at 
least $15 under the usual price. Two tall pitcher vases 
of Benares brass-work were expected to adorn either 
side ; a pretty china plaque for the centre, a small, 
covered vase of lapis-lazuli blue, and other little articles 
of bric-a-brac were also to be arranged on it. 

A two-story table, entirely covered with dark blue 
velours, and trimmed with deep fringe, in two shades of 
blue, with gold threads, was made up by the upholsterer 
before mentioned— the outside materials being col- 
lected in other places— and the cost, when complete, was 
$10. This was to stand in the bay-window and support 
a gray statuette (similar to the Rogers groups) of 
" Faust and Marguerite," bought at the low price of $6. 
A Shakespeare table in ebony was cheap at $12.50, 
and on this was a scarf of the same plain velours. Each 
end was ornamented with a strip of Turkish embroidery 
darned in light-blue between the figures, and finished 
where it joined the velours at either side with a row of 
spangles. It was lined with old-gold silesia, and oval- 
shaped tassel-balls of blue and gold were sewed on each 
end. This scarf table-cover was rich and unique in 
effect ; and although the work passed through two or 
three different hands, the cost was only $10. The cur- 
tains were of Madras, old gold and black— the former 
predominating, and making a very rich pattern on the 
dark ground. They were looped back with brass chains, 
and were bought at a reduction, costing not over $5 a 
window. On one side of the fireplace was a large dark- 
blue jar, with raised roses of pale pink and buff ; this 
was another bargain, having been bought for $7. On 
the other side was a footstool covered with olive plush, 
and ornamented with raised roses and buds, with their 
green leaves. This had been picked up at $8. 

There was not as much wall furniture as one could 
desire, perhaps, because to be in keeping this would 
have alarmingly exceeded the limits of expenditure ; but 
there was a pair of very pretty sconces, with red spiral 
candles in the three sockets on either side ; there was a 
well-painted plaque framed in blue plush, and a brass 
one, with a cluster of sweet-peas in the centre. The 
one picture was a water- color— a Chinese ginger-jar rest- 




FIG. 16. 



fig. 17. 



CHINESE PORCELAIN VESSEL IN 
THE FORM OF A PILGRIM GOURD. 



CHINESE VASE IN THE FORM OF 
A BOTTLE-GOURD. 



lounge, of somewhat odd pattern, was covered with a 
rich French cretonne, having a cream-colored ground, 
on which were pink Japan lilies as large as life and 




fig. 19. 



FAC-SIMILE DRAWING FROM A PROGRAMME OF SERVICE AT A JAPANESE 
TEMPLE, REPRESENTING THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, THE SMALLER 
CIRCLE BEING THE MOON. 



dark-green leaves. Along the front edge of the lounge 
was a band two or three inches wide of mulberry-colored 
velours, fastened on either side with small gilt-headed 
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nails quite close together. The pillow was finished 
around the seams with, a mulberry-colored silk cord. 
The short legs of the lounge — the only wood-work that 
showed at all— were colored to imitate cherry ; and the 
cost of this piece of furniture was not over $20. 

One chair matched the lounge. This was partly 
rocker and partly arm-chair, with panelled back and seat, 
and it was finished to look like mahogany. The small 
•arms were covered with the velours alone, which was put 
on with* gilt nails ; and the back and seat with the cre- 
tonne, finished with the same nails. This handsome 
chair, which was much admired while on exhibition 
before packing, was completed for about $15. 

There were besides in the room a wicker arm-chair 
cushioned with the same cretonne, and two or three 
small chairs of cherry with rush seats ; the arm-chair 
cost about $15, complete, and the small ones $3 apiece. 
There was also a Shakespeare table in cherry bought for 
$7, A low bookcase, or set of shelves, in cherry had a 
brass rod across the top for drapery. This was of cream- 
colored or unbleached canton flannel, with bands of 
olive a T nd the pink and red of the Japan lilies. The 
whole expense of the bookcase and drapery was a trifle 
less than $20. 

The mantel-shelf had a straight lambrequin of the ; 
mulberry velours, trimmed with fringe of the same color ; 
and the window-curtains were-of cheese cloth lined with 
olive silesia, and trimmed with the same bands as those 
on the bookcase drapery. There were four windows in 
this room, and the curtains for all four were completed 
at an outlay of about $14. The poles of cherry, and 
rings added $4 more. On the mantel were a pair of 
pale green yases of good shape, picked up on Sixth 
Avenue for $1.50, and supposed always to be filled with 
Japan lilies like those on the cretonne, pink roses or pink 
chrysanthemums. There was a little curtain of the mul- 
berry velours above the shelf supported on a slight brass 
rod, and parting in the centre to show a diamond-shaped 
mirror. Over this hung a large china plaque framed in 
dark red plush ; the painting was an Oriental scene, with 
hnght-hued figures and the orthodox amount of camels 
and palm-trees. Two richly embroidered panels — gold 
on a black-satin ground — completed the chimney adorn- 
ments ; the cost of this portion of the room, including 
everything, was about $30. 

J± small octagonal table, with gypsy legs in cherry, 
was covered with one of those rich-looking Oriental 
squares into which much gold thread is twisted ; the 
square/which was small, was enlarged with a border of 
the mulberry velours, and a trimming of the same fringe 
as that on the mantel completed the table-top. An olive 
satin ribbon of good width was tied at the crossing of 
the legs in a tasteful bow [We protest. — Ed.], and this 
really pretty table cost the owner but $8. 
. The dining-room was contracted in size, being only 
16x17, a nd cumbrous furniture was therefore to be 
avoided. It had the advantage, however, of a tiled floor, 
wood-work of yellow pine shellacked, and walls in 
Indian red. Walnut seemed, therefore, the proper wood 
for furniture ; and this was ' oiled and quite severely 
plain. But the chairs were admirably shaped, with gen- 
erous seats and backs ; and although covered only with 
green enamelled cloth, in place of morocco, the effect was 
very good. Six of these, with two arm-chairs, were 
quite enough for the small apartment, the former being 
bought at $7.50 apiece, and the latter at $12. The table 
was only $16; it had spiral legs in place of a pedestal, 
but it answered every purpose just as well, and was a 
very good-looking piece of furniture. 

A small sideboard of the " dressoir" style cost $22 ; a 
low walnut over-mantel was $20 ; some handsome blue 
plates and an odd German mug, the only ornaments on 
the mantel, were not included ; a Smyrna rug in the mid- 
dle of the floor was $18 ; and the curtains, of brilliantly 
figured Madras, like the rich coloring in stained win- 
dows, were not conventional, perhaps, but they looked 
bright and cheerful. They were not at all' expensive, 
the two windows costing but $11. A tiny lounge to 
match the chairs was completed for $18, and the dining- 
room/in spite of its want of size, was a very attractive 
apartment. 

The sleeping rooms were all of fine proportions, and 
the largest had no less than eight windows. This was 
rather u. ^waging where furniture was concerned, and 
the only way to get over the difficulty was to ignore it 
and let some articles, if need be, go across the windows. 
But, striving to keep within the limit of $1200, it was 
out of the question to carpet such a space as 30x16. 
A beautiful matting, at the low price of thirty-five cents, 



showing a smooth, straw-colored surface broken into 
squares by red lines, was bought, and made an admir- 
able background for the cherry furniture that accompa- 
nied it. The pieces were necessarily large for so large a 
room, and their fine finish and the brass ornaments of 
the bureau were particularly noticeable. A handsome 
mirror of French plate was attached to the latter 
piece of furniture. The bedstead was worthy of such 
a mate ; and there were, besides, a pretty Chippendale 
table, four graceful chairs and a rocker. A washstand 
was not needed, as there was water in the rooms. At 
$95 this large, handsome set was considered a bar- 
gain. 

The eight windows had Nottingham curtains, of a 
pretty pattern and good quality, that were bought at 
$2.75 a pair ; and for the bed there was a cover of 
similar style, with pillow-shams to match, at $3.75. A 
light sea-green silesia was used to line them, and also 
the lace bands that looped back the window curtains. 
The box-lounge, with neither Back nor sides — only two 
immense pillows to rest against the wall — was covered 
with a moderate priced cretonne, with the palest of green 
grounds, oh which ran riot blackberry vines with sum- 
mer and autumn foliage, blossoms and fruit;; About 
' '$i"8 paid for this' lounge, which was both pretty and 
comfortable ; and the cherry and green room was de- 
lightfully cool-looking and airy. 

The room over the parlor had a similar bay-window^ 
and was furnished in pink and walnut. A widefbureau 
-with a good glass and bedstead to match, a table> chairs- 
and rocker, were procured for $60. On the floor, which" 
had been stained, there was a Kensington rug — a soft 
gray ground with little conventional clusters of reddish 
flowers on it — the price of which was $27. 

An exceptionally soft, pretty cretonne appeared almost 
without looking for it, and at so moderate a price that 
the lounge covered with it did not cost over $17. It was 
a box-lounge exactly like that in the large room, and 
the cretonne had a pale-salmon ground, with pink roses 
and buds and green leaves that looked as if they were 
painted on it. The curtains, too, were made of this and 
lined with pink silesia ; but to prevent them from looking 
heavy, only one width of cretonne was used each side, 
and the curtains were well drawn back. The cost of 
these curtains, lining, making and all, was about $5 a 
window. The table to match the furniture was placed 
in the bay-window, with a very pretty tete-a-tete break- 
fast set on it ; whiler a square, fine table of good size 
was covered with the rose cretonne, and placed in the 
middle of the room. Such a table costs very little — not 
over $3.50 when quite finished ; but its convenience is 
great, as it will hold the last papers and magazines, my 
lady's work-basket, and a variety of miscellaneous articles. 
Besides, It takes off the empty look from a large room. 
The remaining bedroom was in ash and blue, and a 
very pretty bureau, bedstead, table, three chairs and 
rocker were found for $58. This was very low for such 
well-made and good-looking furniture ; and a rug of light 
peacock-blue, with pink and white daisies mingled in the 
pattern, displayed it to great advantage. The curtains 
were of a peculiar material in narrow, cross stripes, blue 
and brown alternately, with gilt and silver threads woven . 
in. It was a bargain, as it had lain for a long while on 
the tradesman's shelves ; but it proved just the thing for 
the blue room. The cost of these curtains did not ex- 
ceed $5 a window. The mantel-shelf and table were 
covered with blue felt, with macrame* borders, and bows 
of blue satin ribbon. A Turkish towel, in squares of 
blue, white and olive, was provided for the bureau ; and 
a small divan covered with blue and gray cretonne stood 
in one corner. 

This literal description of the furnishing of- an actual 
house in the South-west may be of some use to those 
who desire to do the best they can in the way of furnish- 
ing at a moderate expenditure ; and it shows but one of 
many ways in which the same result may be successfully 
accomplished. Ella Rodman Church. 



One of the most picturesque studios in this city is a 
big, square garret that was once a photographers' oper- 
ating room. The skirting board has been painted 
deep olive green, a strip of coarse matting has been 
tacked above it and varnished as a dado, and finished 
off with a plain moulding strip, also painted green ; the 
wall above is covered with maroon Canton flannel, topped 
with another green moulding and a strip of buff Can- 
ton flannel, by way of a frieze. The light from the huge 
skylight is tempered by a blue cotton curtain hung beneath 
it. The ceiling is painted to match the color of the 



frieze. The effect is grave without being at all sombre, 
and the objects displayed about the walls are shown 
with excellent effect. The room was originally a dilap- 
idated garret, so cheerless that the landlord gladly 
leased it for a term of years at merely nominal rental. 
The entire decoration cost less than $100, and it will 
outlast the lease. 



Jlnin on BfrorflHon* 



There seems to be a growing demand for the 
unique and characteristic East India wood carvings of 
which, up to a year or so ago, only few and rare ex- 
amples found their way to Europe or America. The 
Hindoo artist, working in a hovel on a panel of. teak 
wood, produces extraordinary results viewed as mere 
handicraft, and to the eye extremely pleasing ones. 
There is little variety in his forms, but a great variety 
in his applications of them. He has a truly oriental 
faculty for making a little in the way of materials go a 
great /way. The ingenuity of the occidental specula- 
tor is now utilizing -his art for all sorts of objects of 
utility. Xabinets and sideboards ; cupboards and sofas ; 
chair and clock cases'; wardrobes, plate chests, beds, 
mantels, and even door and window frames are carved 
?by him to order and shipped to us for the enrichment 
of our houses. Some rooms have been fitted up en- 
tirely^ with teak carving, the ceiling ribbed with orna- 
mented beams and ceiled with the filigree brass, which is 
also an Indian specialty ; the doors made up of carved 
panels, set in frames to match ; the windows built on 
the same plan, and the glass covered with the perforat- 
ed brass. Beds and chairs are made in brass, repoussg 
in the same patterns as the wood, upholstered and spread 
with Indian stuffs. An apartment thus fitted up and 
filled, with its vulgar American floor buried in oriental 
rugs, produces a result gorgeous to"' behold. 

* * 
* 

Moorish tiling is in vogue just now. The tiles 
are made here, in Moorish patterns, and are good imi- 
tations, even to the colors which have long distin- 
guished the glazed ware of the north African states. No 
one pretends that they are as handsome or as tasteful 
as the tiling we have already, but they are novelties, 
and they " take." 

* 
The famous "Chat Noir" in Paris has a rival in 
New York. It is a German wine shop, fitted up in the 
most elaborate fashion of the Teutonic renaissance, 
with carvings, furnishings, paintings, and stained glass 
to match. The very bottle which holds your wine, and 
the glass you drink out of, belong to the storied past. 
The place is thoroughly artistic, and, as the wine is good, 
mine host thrives apace. The cellars are constructed 
in strict conformity with the rest of the interior. They 
resemble the crypts of an old Bavarian monastery. Re- 
cently the frequenters of the house organized a cos- 
tume party, and spent the night, attired after the fashion 
of Durer's time, in a truly mediaeval carousal. They 
drained their draughts of Rhenish to the music of a 
band made up of old-fashioned wind instruments, per- 
formed upon by bandmen, dressed as tramp musicians 
of the age of the meistersaenger. The whole affair had 
a weirdly realistic quality, to which words could scarcely 
do justice; 

* • 

It is popularly supposed that nothing of human con- 
trivance can add to the horrors of death. I fancy, how- 
ever, that the published announcement that zinc figures 
will be furnished for grave-stones by the same manu- 
facturer who provides the tobacconists with their stat- 
uary will render the last hours of any person of artif tic 
sensibilities decidedly miserable unless, his heirs have 
solemnly promised to bury him under a plain slab. 

* * 
* 

The idea seems to prevail among a certain class that 
a medley of costly and inappropriate things is decora- 
tive. The. sway of the aesthetic decorator over the in- 
terior arrangements of the house is as absolute as is 
that of the man-milliner Worth over the exterior adorn- 
ment of its mistress. To such a pass has this practice 
come, that one house at least in this city has, so to 
speak, its stage-manager. An artist of repute is given 
carte blanche to make purchases of bric-a-brac, and even 
to place these acquisitions in the most advantageous 
manner in the mansion to which he is purveyor. In- 
deed, so handicapped by aestheticism has this household 



